different kinds are at present so much multiplied, that the difficult task is to select from the number the one most suited to the purposes of the reader, whether student or practitioner. From this character the department of materia medica is not exempt; and within the last few years many works, varying in extent and varying also in merits, have appeared before the profession. If this multiplication of works on one subject is productive of inconveniences and evils, it is also not without advantages and benefits. Superfluity and abundance are always better extremes than paucity and want; and though the judgment may be at times perplexed in making the best selection, yet to have the means of selection is at all times and in all cases a pleasant alternative.
It is on this account that we think the profession will not be disposed to find fault with the appearance of another work on Ma- 
